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China Building Digital Silk Road Stretching from
Asia Through Africa to Europe
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The final stretch of a cross-border fiber optic cable is set to be laid by China in Pakistan to
create the Digital Silk Road (DSR), Nikkei Asia reports. The DSR is part of the broader
Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

The fiber cable will link to the Pakistan East Africa Connecting Europe (PEACE) submarine
cable in the Arabian Sea, to service countries participating in BRI, and Europe. It is currently
being laid between Pakistan’s Rawalpindi city and the port cities of Karachi and Gwadar. The
$240-million project, which is in partnership with China’s Huawei Technologies, was
approved by the government last week.

The laying of sea cable in Pakistan’s territorial waters will begin in March, following
government approval this month for Cybernet, a local internet service provider, to construct
an Arabian Sea landing station in Karachi.

The Mediterranean section of the cable is already being laid, and runs from Egypt to France.
The 15,000 kilometer-long cable is expected to go into service later this year.

Read full article here.
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