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Fukushima, Tell the Japanese Government: Don’t
Dump Radioactive Nuclear Waste into the Ocean!
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The Fukushima disaster keeps unfolding. 

Tens of thousands of lives lost. Hundreds of thousands evacuated from their homes. An
environment  devastated by  radiation  — and now,  TEPCO wants  to  dump hundreds  of
thousands of tonnes of radioactive water into the Pacific Ocean. 

TEPCO is the energy giant who failed to meet the basic safety requirements that might have
prevented the Fukushima Daichii emergency generators from failing when the tsunami hit in
2011.

It goes without saying: the consequences of dumping more nuclear waste into the marine
ecosystem would be catastrophic.

But it’s not too late to stop this impending ecocide: the Japanese government still
needs to give TEPCO the green light.

After the Fukushima disaster, the Japanese government has been under constant pressure
from local residents. Now, with support from around the world, we can help shine a
spotlight and plead with them to stop TEPCO’s dangerous plans. 

Source: PRIS

Fragile marine ecosystems are at stake. Since the Fukushima disaster, contamination
in the local marine food chain has not generally improved. 40% of species remain unfit for
consumption, according to Japanese standards, which have been relaxed since the disaster.

Each day, 300 tonnes of water wash through the Fukushima reactors, cooling them down
and collecting a slew of radioactive material along the way. 

While  some  of  the  contaminants  can  be  filtered  out,  the  water  cannot  be  cleaned  from
tritium — a radioactive form of hydrogen — resulting in nearly a million tonnes of
highly radioactive waste water.  

Fishermen who operate in waters off the plant say any release of  radioactive material  will
devastate an industry that is still struggling to recover from the initial nuclear disaster.
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And now TEPCO is planning to release this massive toxic dump into the ocean.  

We cannot allow the energy giant partly  responsible for  the biggest nuclear
catastrophe since Chernobyl to continue wrecking the Pacific ecosystem — and the
lives that depend on it.

Together, we stand in solidarity with communities around the world who face the most
dangerous impacts of corporations’ risky behaviour. Whether it’s standing with First Nations
communities in Canada against oil pipelines, environmental defenders in Peru standing up
to mining corporations, or workers on palm oil plantations in Indonesia and Malaysia – we
take action to amplify these struggles.

The  people,  industries,  and  ecosystems  of  Fukushima  have  already  suffered  so  much  —
today, please stand with the people of Fukushima and say no to the dumping of radioactive
waste in their waters.

First signers of this petition include:

Michèle Rivasi, France, Member of the European Parliament
Paul Watson, Canada, Sea Shepherd Conservation Society
Valérie Cabanes, France, End Ecocide on Earth
Claire Nouvian, France, Bloom
Michel Reimon, Austria, Member of the European Parliament
Eva Joly, France, Member of the European Parliament
Ulrike Lunacek, Austria, Member of the European Parliament
Bart Staes, Belgium, Member of the European Parliament
Claude Turmes, Luxembourg, Member of the European Parliament
Sven Giegold, Germany, Member of the European Parliament
Magrete Auken, Denmark, Member of the European Parliament
Molly Scott Cato, United Kingdom, Member of the European Parliament
Rebecca Harms, Germany, Member of the European Parliament
Benedek Javor, Hungary, Member of the European Parliament
Lamya Essemlali, France, Sea Shepherd France
Nicolas Imbert, France, Green Cross France
Ismail Sezgin, United Kingdom, Center for Izmet Studies
Carl Schlyter, Sweden, Member of the Swedish Riksdag
Keith Taylor, United Kingdom, Member of the European Parliament
José Bové, France, Member of the European Parliament
Yannick Jadot, France, Member of the European Parliament
Karima Delli, France, Member of the European Parliament
Pascal Durand, France, Member of the European Parliament
Jean-Marc Pasquet, France, NovoIdeo
François Sarano, France, Longitude181
Alienor Bertrand, France, CNRS
Jean-Pierre Goux, France, BlueTurn
Charles-Maxence Layet, France, Orbs l’autre Planète
Leina Sato, Japan, Mother Ocean

Featured image is from The Millennium Report
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