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Japanese – Russian Dispute about South Kuril
Islands: The Enemy State Clause

By Dr. Christof Lehmann
Asia-Pacific Research, May 24, 2015
NSNBC International

The Speaker of the Russian Lower House of Parliament (Duma), Sergey Naryshkin told the
press that the Japanese – Russian dispute over the South Kuril Islands should not become an
irritant in Japanese – Russian relations. Neither Russian nor Japanese politicians are touching
the taboo issue. Japan, Germany and Italy are still designated as enemy states to the UN.
Japan and Russia are not playing on a a level playing field.

After his visit to Japan the Russian State Duma Speaker Naryshkin noted that the status of
the South Kuril Islands is “always present on the agenda of meetings” between Tokyo and
Moscow.

Naryshkin added that considering the Kuril Islands as “pretext for Russian territorial claims”
than the issue will only become an irritant and obstacle to developing cooperation in other
spheres. Naryshkin added that Russia is always willing to discuss sensitive issues, even a
peace treaty with Japan, provided that it would be done with mutual respect.

Russia occupied the South Kuril Islands and, for all practical intends and purposes annexed
the Islands in the same fashion in which large swaps of Germany were annexed by Poland
and Russia after WW II.

Moscow’s openness to discuss “sensitive issues, even a peace treaty brings to mind that
Germany still has no peace treaty either”; A fact that prevents Germans from voting about a
constitution and a fact that maintains the de-facto subjugation of Germany to Washington
and London / NATO.

Moreover, the Charter of the United Nations still designates Japan, Italy and Germany as
“enemy states to the UN”. In legal terms this means that “any UN member” can launch a
“preemptive military strike or occupation” of these three countries at any time, without the
need for a declaration of war. A “peace treaty” between Russia and Japan would not change
that fact.

Japanese – Russian relations could, arguably, become far more positive if Russia took the
initiative  to  actually  level  the  playing  field  by  actively  taking  steps  to  finally  remove  the
enemy state clause from the Charter of the United Nations. The resistance against US bases
in  Japan is  growing,  and Moscow would,  arguably,  commit  a  strategic  blunder  by  not
assuring that Japan regains its full sovereignty as UN member. The move would, definitely,
also improve Russian – German relations and weaken Washington’s and London’s sway over
Germany and, by implication, over the EU.
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Arguably, any one of the permanent members of the UN Security Council who took it upon
themselves to carve the world up in hegemonic  zones will have the advantage by gaining
the sympathy, trust and cooperation of those States that, 70 years after WW II, still face the
threat of being attacked or occupied in the case of a real or fabricated threat, without a
declaration of war.

Japanese – Russian relations could, indeed, become far more fruitful if it was Russia that
took the initiative. A peace treaty between Tokyo and Moscow is, arguably worth as much as
the 2+4 treaty about Germany. It has not returned sovereignty to Germany and its people.

Peace treaties are a step in the right direction but a world that is based on victor’s justice
and victor’s privileges to launch undeclared, preemptive wars of aggression will not help
solve the dispute about the South Kuril Islands nor will it help to bring about a just, actual,
enforceable, international system of law with equal standing before the law. Negotiations
are most functional when they are being held between co-equals.

The original source of this article is NSNBC International
Copyright © Dr. Christof Lehmann, NSNBC International, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dr. Christof
Lehmann About the author:

Dr. Christof Lehmann is the founder and editor of
nsnbc. He is a psychologist and independent political
consultant on conflict and conflict resolution and a
wide range of other political issues. His work with
traumatized victims of conflict has led him to also
pursue the work as political consultant. He is a lifelong
activist for peace and justice, human rights,
Palestinians rights to self-determination in Palestine,
and he is working on the establishment of international
institutions for the prosecution of all war crimes, also
those committed by privileged nations. On 28 August
2011 he started his blog nsnbc, appalled by
misrepresentations of the aggression against Libya
and Syria. In March 2013 he turned nsnbc into a daily,
independent, international on-line newspaper. He can
be contacted at nsnbc international at
nsnbc.wordpress@gmail.com

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). Asia-Pacific Research will not be responsible
for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. Asia-Pacific Research grants permission to cross-post Asia-Pacific

http://nsnbc.me/2015/05/22/japanese-russian-dispute-about-south-kuril-islands-the-enemy-state-clause/
https://www.asia-pacificresearch.com/author/christof-lehmann
http://nsnbc.me/2015/05/22/japanese-russian-dispute-about-south-kuril-islands-the-enemy-state-clause/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.asia-pacificresearch.com/author/christof-lehmann
https://www.asia-pacificresearch.com/author/christof-lehmann


| 3

Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are acknowledged together with a hyperlink to
the original Asia-Pacific Research article. For publication of Asia-Pacific Research articles in print or other forms including
commercial internet sites, contact: editors@asia-pacificresearch.com
www.asia-pacificresearch.com contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by
the copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to
advance a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to
those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: editors@asia-pacificresearch.com

mailto:editors@asia-pacificresearch.com
https://www.asia-pacificresearch.com
mailto:editors@asia-pacificresearch.com

