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***

Vice President Kamala Harris  visited the Philippines last  week in what can only be
described as three days of warmongering, hypocrisy, and another huge provocation against
China. Harris spent her time spouting empty platitudes of affirmation regarding U.S. defense
commitments to the Philippines and underscoring U.S. commitment to upholding human
rights, while simultaneously threatening war with China.

The Vice President’s visit  was an attempt to make nice with an old U.S. ally after the
tumultuous  terms  of  both  former  U.S.  President  Donald  Trump  and  former  Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte. U.S.-Philippine relations were strained as Trump questioned the
value of U.S. defense commitments to the archipelago and Duterte inched closer to China.
The disastrous and deadly war on drugs, which killed thousands of mostly petty suspects,
was just one among many human rights abuses by the Duterte regime.

Yet,  little has changed since Duterte stepped down this summer.  Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., son of former dictator Ferdinand Marcos Sr., ran a campaign that
tried to erase the human rights abuses under his father’s regime. Further, Marcos Jr. has not
stopped Duterte’s war on drugs, violence and threats against progressive activists and
independent journalists continue, and government propaganda is ubiquitous. The human
rights situation in the Philippines remains poor.

While Harris met with human rights activists to underscore the United States’ enduring
commitment to human rights, democracy, and rule of law in the Philippines, protestors took
to  the  streets  of  Manila  displaying  slogans  like  “stop  funding  state  terrorism  in  the
Philippines,” “stop U.S. military aid to the Philippines” and “US Imperialism #1 Terrorist.”

But none of that matters to the United States if it means risking its hegemony in the region.
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During her trip, Harris told Marcos Jr. that “an armed attack on the Philippines armed forces,
public  vessels,  or  aircraft  in  the  South  China  Sea  would  invoke  U.S.  mutual  defense
commitments.”

Harris made a point to give a special speech to members of the Philippine Coast Guard in
Palawan, the province closest to the highly contested Spratly Islands. Palawan is also home
to the Antonio Bautista Air Base, the center of Philippine military command responsible for
patrolling and defending the Spratly Islands’ waters.

During  her  speech  in  Palawan,  Harris  reaffirmed  that  the  United  States  “stands  with  the
Philippines in the face of intimidation and coercion in the South China Sea,” all but naming
China as the aggressor. In 2016, a tribunal in The Hague ruled in favor of the Philippines,
stating China has no legal basis to claim historic rights to most of the South China Sea. The
Philippines has complained of Chinese aggression around the Spratly Islands, to include
overfishing  and  even  harassment  of  its  fishing  and  naval  vessels.  If  the  United  States
wanted to heighten tensions with China, choosing Palawan for Harris’ speech was certainly
one way to achieve that goal.

This  visit  was  really  about  expanding  U.S.  influence  in  the  region  under  the  Obama-era
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement of 2014, not assuring the Philippines that it will
receive help from the United States over maritime disputes. Harris stated the United States
is seeking additional locations under the agreement, which permits the United States to
move troops into the Philippines for extended stays and to build and operate facilities on
Philippine  bases.  The  Vice  President  confirmed  the  United  States  will  spend  $66.5  million
expanding its military presence under the pact. The United States is bulking up its military
presence in Asia to balance against China, a dangerous strategy proven to lead to more
coercive Chinese actions.

Consider the context of Harris’ visit against U.S. provocations toward China in the past few
months. In August, then-Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan, resulting in the
expected: forceful and coercive Chinese military, economic, and diplomatic measures. In
other words, Pelosi’s Taipei visit set off a Fourth Taiwan Strait Crisis.

President Biden has publicly announced not once, but thrice, that the United States would
aid Taiwan in the face of a Chinese attack, dangerously moving away from the thus far
successful One China policy. After Biden’s 60 Minutes interview, in which he abandoned
strategic  ambiguity  and  admitted  the  United  States  would  defend  Taiwan  in  an
unprecedented Chinese attack, a White House official said that is not formal U.S. policy. In
recent meetings with Chinese President Xi, Biden backpedaled and said the United States
remains committed to the status quo and the One China policy. So which is it? China is likely
wondering who is calling the shots for the United States and which narrative it can trust.
These recent events do not do anything to assure China that the United States is seeking
peace or the status quo.

Under the guise of assuring an ally, Kamala Harris went to the Philippines to tout U.S.
imperialism and reassert Uncle Sam as the true hegemon of Asia. The United States must
stop  cozying  up  to  one  brutal  regime  to  oppose  another,  and  undergo  a  serious
reexamination of its current security guarantees in Asia.

*
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