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The Problem

The accumulation of solid waste in the world’s high mountain camping sites, base camps,
and high camps has been a chronic problem facing alpine ecosystems since mountaineering
first  became  popular  in  the  1850s.  The  problem  has  further  intensified  with  the  steady
acceleration  of  trekking  and  mountaineering  tourism  in  the  past  four  decades.

The issue of garbage at Everest base camp has made headlines in the international press
nearly every spring since the early 1970s. Dozens of ‘Everest Clean Up Expeditions’ have
been launched since then, some legitimate, others a way for climbers to pick up a few tin
cans and spend the rest of the season climbing.

More organised efforts of the Sagarmatha Pollution Control Committee (SPCC) began some
10 years ago. Camp garbage got much international media coverage in May of 2019, along
with the now-famous and viral photos of Everest climbers waiting in line below the summit.

Rarely, however, has the issue of waste management in villages within the Sagarmatha
National  Park  and  Buffer  Zone  (SNPBZ)  and  main  trekking  routes  been  part  of  the
international  dialogue  or  concern.

As tourist numbers continued to rise pre-Covid (more than 60,000 in 2019, not counting
support staff) unsightly and unhealthy landfills have become a common sight near villages
and lodges. A recent study by the Sagarmatha Next project reported that as of the 2017
sampling season, there were 58 active open landfill pits within the SNPBZ (Figure 1).

Read the full article here.
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Featured image: Typical garbage pit outside of a village, usually out of sight of the main trekking trail.
Landfills are particularly problematic in the alpine zone above 4,000m, where decomposition processes
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are much slower than those at lower, warmer and more humid environments. Photo: ALTON C BYERS

The original source of this article is Nepali Times
Copyright © Alton C Byers, Nepali Times, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Alton C Byers

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). Asia-Pacific Research will not be responsible
for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. Asia-Pacific Research grants permission to cross-post Asia-Pacific
Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are acknowledged together with a hyperlink to
the original Asia-Pacific Research article. For publication of Asia-Pacific Research articles in print or other forms including
commercial internet sites, contact: editors@asia-pacificresearch.com
www.asia-pacificresearch.com contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by
the copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to
advance a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to
those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: editors@asia-pacificresearch.com

https://www.nepalitimes.com/here-now/managing-everests-waste-problem/
https://www.asia-pacificresearch.com/author/alton-c-byers
https://www.nepalitimes.com/here-now/managing-everests-waste-problem/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.asia-pacificresearch.com/author/alton-c-byers
mailto:editors@asia-pacificresearch.com
https://www.asia-pacificresearch.com
mailto:editors@asia-pacificresearch.com

