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An Open Letter from 1,200 Australian Academics on
the Djab Wurrung Trees

By Peta Malins, Crystal McKinnon and et al.
Asia-Pacific Research, November 11, 2020
The Conversation 4 November 2020

Region: Oceania
Theme: Environment, Justice

In  an  open  letter,  more  than  1,200  academics  from universities  and  institutes  across
Australia have written to the Victorian government to protest against the destruction of Djab
Wurrung country as part of a highway duplication in the west of the state.

The letter follows the removal of the Directions Tree last week. The signatories listed below
are both Indigenous and non-Indigenous.

***

We are Australian academics[1] writing to condemn the destruction of the 350 year-old
sacred Djab Wurrung Directions Tree at the hands of the Victorian government. We call on
the government to urgently halt works and protect the remaining Djab Wurrung trees and
land from destruction.

We  are  historians,  geographers,  lawyers,  criminologists,  sociologists,  scientists,
anthropologists, social workers, linguists, archaeologists, artists, architects, philosophers,
psychologists  and  other  academics  from universities  around  Australia.  We  have  come
together in our sorrow and anger at the colonial violence currently being perpetrated by the
Victorian government against the Djab Wurrung people, and against all First Nations people
in Australia.

While all trees hold value, especially in a climate crisis, the Djab Wurrung trees are so much
more  than  “just  trees”;  they  are  living  entities  with  significant  historical,  cultural  and
spiritual  value  and  meaning.  They  are  part  of  an  important  songline,  and  have  been
physically shaped by hundreds of years of First Nations culture and ceremonial practice.

Take the Directions Tree, for example, which was cut down with a chainsaw last week, and
carted away unceremoniously on the back of a dump truck. This massive and strikingly
beautiful 350-year-old Yellowbox tree with distinctive swirling bark, had been planted as a
seed with the placenta from a Djab Wurrung child’s birth and its branches actively shaped
and directed over time.

It  would  have  been  difficult  to  look  at  this  tree  —  to  truly  bear  witness  to  it  —  without
forever changing the way one understands trees, our interconnectedness with nature, and
the strength, depth, beauty and longevity of First Nations culture.

Consider too, the Birthing Tree, also known as a Grandmother Tree, estimated to be 800
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years old and currently under imminent threat of destruction. She has a hollow at her base
where  over  50  generations  of  Djab  Wurrung  babies  have  been  born,  the  fluids  from their
births merging with the root system and literally becoming part of the tree.

Nearby, and leaning towards it, is the Grandfather Tree, believed to have been planted at
the same time and connected via underground root systems. And surrounding them both
are hundreds of other significant trees and artefacts, many of which are yet to be formally
documented.

The Victorian government’s decision to clear this sacred Djab Wurrung land to make way for
a particular version of highway re-routing that will save drivers two minutes travel time, is
completely unnecessary. It represents the ongoing violence of our colonial state and its
contempt for First Nations culture and people. It  makes any talk of a Treaty with First
Nations Victorians completely disingenuous.

We, as academics, therefore condemn the cutting down of the Directions Tree and the
planned destruction of further sacred trees and artefacts. We condemn the timing of the
destruction, under the cover of ongoing COVID rules, preventing defenders from traveling to
the site, and under the cover of media and public focus on Melbourne’s long-awaited easing
of lockdown.

We condemn the Victorian government’s apparent attempts to create doubt about which
tree  was  destroyed  and  its  significance,  and  to  imply  agreements  with  one  group  of
government-recognised stakeholders amounted to respectful consultation. And we condemn
the use of police and security to violently evict the peaceful Djab Wurrung Embassy, which
was established by local elders to protect the site.

We  urge  the  Victorian  government  to  take  up  one  of  the  other  options  for  highway
improvements  that  do  not  involve  further  destruction  of  this  significant  site,  to  urgently
have these trees recognised as the culturally significant entities they are, and to enable the
Djab Wurrung people to continue protecting them for future generations.

Open letter signatories

Professor Aileen Moreton-Robinson, Indigenous Studies, RMIT University
Professor Irene Watson, Law, University of SA
Professor Bronwyn Fredericks, Education and Health, University of Queensland
Dr Vicki L Couzens, Media, RMIT University
Dr Gary Foley, History, Victoria University
Tiriki Onus, Fine Arts and Music, University of Melbourne
Dr Lou Bennett AM, Social and Political Science, University of Melbourne
Associate  Professor  Chelsea Bond,  Social  Sciences and Health,  University  of
Queensland
Alison Whittaker, Law, University of Technology Sydney
Amanda Porter, Law, University of Queensland
Kim Kruger, Moondani Balluk Academic Centre, Victoria University
Professor Bronwyn Carlson, Indigenous Studies, Macquarie University
Professor Gregory Phillips, Indigenous Health, Griffith University
Professor Peter Anderson, Education, Queensland University of Technology
Professor Yin Paradies, Sociology, Deakin University
Dr Ali Gumillya Baker, Indigenous and Australian Studies, Flinders University
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Associate  Professor  Leesa  Watego,  Business,  Queensland  University  of
Technology
Associate Professor Sana Nakata, Political Science, University of Melbourne
Associate  Professor  Sandy  O’Sullivan,  Indigenous  Studies,  University  of  the
Sunshine Coast
Dr Nikki Moodie, Sociology, University of Melbourne
Dr Sharlene Leroy-Dyer, Aboriginal Studies, University of Queensland
Dr Anthony McKnight, Education, University of Wollongong
Dr Summer May Finlay, Public Health, University of Wollongong
Dr Suzi Hutchings, Anthropology, RMIT University
Dr Tess Ryan, Leadership and Research Pathways, Australian Catholic University
Dr Danièle Hromek, Indigenous Design, Queensland University of Technology
Dr Crystal McKinnon, Social and Global Studies, RMIT University
Dr Jessa Rogers, Indigenous Studies, Macquarie University
Dr Julia Hurst, Aboriginal History, University of Melbourne
Aleryk Fricker, Indigenous Education, RMIT University
Ashley Perry, Indigenous Culture and Visual Art, University of Melbourne
Brett Biles, Indigenous Health, University of NSW
Cammi Murrup-Stewart, Aboriginal Wellbeing, Monash University
Catherine Doe, Indigenous Studies, RMIT University
Charlotte Franks, Indigenous Education, RMIT University
Dale Rowland, Psychology, Griffith University
Dominique Chen, Indigenous Studies, University of Queensland
Eddie Synot, Law, Griffith University
Emma Gavin, Indigenous Knowledges, Swinburne University
Aileen Marwung Walsh, History, Australian National University
Eugenia Flynn, Literary Studies, Queensland University of Technology
Holly Charles, Law, RMIT University
Jacynta Krakouer, Social Work, University of Melbourne
Jason Brailey, Indigenous Education, RMIT University
Latoya Rule, Social Work and Social Planning, Flinders University
Lewis Brown, Indigenous Education, RMIT University
Luke Williams, Science, RMIT University
Maddee Clark, Literature, University of Melbourne
Michael Colbung, Education, University of Adelaide
Mykaela Saunders, Indigenous Studies, University of Sydney
Natasha Ward, Indigenous Education and Research, RMIT University
Nicole Shanahan, Indigenous Education, RMIT University
Robyn Oxley, Criminology, Western Sydney University
Stacey Campton, Indigenous Engagement, RMIT University
Natalie Ironfield, Criminology, University of Melbourne
Neika Lehman, Film and Media, Anthropology, RMIT University
Dr Aaron Collins, Medicine, University of Melbourne
Aaron Magro, History, University of Melbourne
Associate Professor Abby Mellick Lopes, Design, University of Technology Sydney
Adam Crowe, Geography, Curtin University
Adam Spellicy, Media, RMIT University
Dr Adam Starr, Music, Melbourne Polytechnic
Associate Professor Adele Wessell, History, Southern Cross University
Dr Adrian Farrugia, Sociology, La Trobe University
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Agata Pukiewicz, Legal Studies, Australian National University
Dr Aidan Craney, Anthropology, La Trobe University
Ainslee Meredith, Conservation, University of Melbourne
Dr Ainslie Meiklejohn, Humanities, Griffith University
Aisha Malik, Humanities, University of Sydney
Emeritus Professor Alan Rumsey, Anthropology, Australian National University
Associate Professor Alana Lentin, Humanities, Western Sydney University
Dr Alana Piper, History, University of Technology Sydney
Alana West, Sociology, University of Technology Sydney
Professor Alex Broom, Sociology, University of Sydney
Alex Cain, Philosophy, Monash University
Dr Alex Gawronski, Art, University of Sydney
Dr Alex Hansford-Smith, Physiotherapy, University of Melbourne
Dr Alex Kusmanoff, Conservation, RMIT University
Dr Alexandra Crosby, Design, University of Technology Sydney
Alexandra Haschek, Psychology, La Trobe University
Alexandre da Silva Faustino, Geography, RMIT University
Alexia Adhikari, Development, University of Adelaide
Alice Bellette, Literature, Deakin University
Associate Professor Alice Gaby, Linguistics, Monash University
Dr Alice Jones, Ecology, University of Adelaide
Alice Wighton, Anthropology, Australian National University
Alicia Flynn, Education, University of Melbourne
Alisa Yuko Bernhard, Musicology, University of Sydney
Alison Burns, International Studies, Deakin University
Dr Alison Holland, History, Macquarie University
Dr Alison Lullfitz, Ethnobiology, University of WA
Dr Alison Peel, Science, Griffith University
Alison Winning, Social Science, James Cook University
Professor Alison Young, Criminology, University of Melbourne
Alissa Flatley, Geography, University of Melbourne
Dr Alissa Macoun, Politics, Queensland University of Technology
Professor Alistair McCulloch, Education, University of SA
Dr Alistair Sisson, Geography, University of NSW
Allison Larmour, Politics, University of Sydney
Alys Young, Ecology, University of Melbourne
Alyssa Choat, Design, University of Technology Sydney
Alyssa Sigamoney, Criminology, RMIT University
Dr Amal Osman, Health, Flinders University
Dr Amanda Coles, Employment Relations, Deakin University
Professor Amanda Kearney, Anthropology, Flinders University
Dr Amelia Hine, Geography, Queensland University of Technology
Dr Amelia Johns, Media, University of Technology Sydney
Amélie Scalercio, Fine Arts, Monash University
Dr Amie O’Shea, Health, Deakin University
Dr Amy Barrow, Law, Macquarie University
Dr Amy Carrad, Public Health, University of Wollongong
Amy Cleland, Social Science, University of SA
Amy Hampson, Neuroscience, University of Melbourne
Dr Amy McKernan, Education, University of Melbourne
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Dr Amy McPherson, Education, Australian Catholic University
Dr Amy Prendergast, Geography, University of Melbourne
Amy Thomas, Education, University of Technology Sydney
Amy-Jo Jory, Art, Swinburne University
Dr Ana Maria Ducasse, Languages, RMIT University
Ananya Majumdar, Social Science, RMIT University
Dr Anastasia Kanjere, Humanities, La Trobe University
Dr Anastasia Powell, Criminology, RMIT University
Professor Andrea Lamont-Mills, Psychology, University of Southern Queensland
Professor Andrea Durbach, Law, University of NSW
Associate Professor Andrea Rizzi, Arts, University of Melbourne
Associate Professor Andrew Bonnell, History, University of Queensland
Dr Andrew Brooks, Humanities, University of NSW
Associate Professor Andrew Butt, Urban Planning, RMIT University
Dr Andrew Lapworth, Geography, University of NSW
Dr Andrew Miller, Art, Flinders University
Associate Professor Andrew Murphie, Media, University of NSW
Andrew Murray, Architecture, University of Melbourne
Professor Andrew Scholey, Psychopharmacology, Swinburne University
Andrew Treloar, Art, University of Melbourne
Professor Andrew Vallely, Public Health, University of NSW
Dr Andrew Whelan, Sociology, University of Wollongong
Andy Bates, Design, Queensland University of Technology
Dr Andy Kaladelfos, Criminology, University of NSW
Andy White, Music, Melbourne Polytechnic
Dr Angela Dean, Environment Studies, Queensland University of Technology
Associate Professor Angela Kelly-Hanku, Anthropology, University of NSW
Angela Kintominas, Law, University of NSW
Angela Osborne, Communication, Deakin University
Dr Angelika Papadopoulos, Social Work, RMIT University
Angus Burns, Psychology, Monash University
Ani Landsu-Ward, Social Science, RMIT University
Professor Anina Rich, Neuroscience, Macquarie University
Dr Anita Trezona, Public Health, Deakin University
Associate Professor Anitra Nelson, Social Science, University of Melbourne
Anja Dickel, Pharmacy, University of SA
Dr Anja Kanngieser, Geography, University of Wollongong
Dr Anna Bowring, Public Health, Burnet Institute
Anna Dunn, Anthropology, University of Sydney
Anna Gross, Resources, University of Newcastle
Dr Anna Hermkens, Anthropology, Macquarie University
Dr Anna Hopkins, Ecology, Edith Cowan University
Anna Krohn, Education, University of Melbourne
Anna Loewendahl, Arts, University of Melbourne
Anna Nervegna, Architecture, University of Melbourne
Anna Tweeddale, Architecture, Queensland University of Technology
Dr Anna Willis, Archaeology, James Cook University
Dr Annalea Beattie, Writing, RMIT University
Dr Anne Décobert, Anthropology, University of Melbourne
Dr Anne Elvey, Theology, Monash University
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Associate Professor Anne Junor, Employment Relations, University of NSW
Dr Anne Marie Ross, Education, University of Newcastle
Dr Annette Kroen, Urban Planning, RMIT University
Dr Annie Delaney, Industrial Relations, RMIT university
Dr Annie Gowing, Education, University of Melbourne
Associate Professor Anthony Hopkins, Law, Australian National University
Dr Anthony Kent, Social Science, RMIT University
Associate Professor Anthony Langlois, International Relations, Flinders University
Anthony Schulx, Music, Melbourne Polytechnic
Anthony Smith, Sociology, University of NSW
Antoine Mangion, Education, Australian Catholic University
Anwar Hossain, Ecology, University of Melbourne
Dr April Reside, Ecology, University of Queensland
Arden Haar, Geography, University of Melbourne
Dr Arlo Mountford, Arts, RMIT University
Dr Ascelin Gordon, Conservation, RMIT University
Ash Johnstone, Humanities, University of Wollongong
Ashley Barnwell, Sociology, University of Melbourne
Ashley Thomson, Anthropology, Australian National University
Dr Astrida Neimanis, Cultural Studies, University of Sydney
Badrul Hyder, Urban Studies, RMIT University
Associate Professor Barbara Kelly, Linguistics, University of Melbourne
Dr Barry Morris, Anthropology, Newcastle University
Associate  Professor  Bastien  Llamas,  Evolutionary  Genomics,  University  of
Adelaide
Dr Bek Christensen, Ecology, Queensland University of Technology
Dr Ben Silverstein, History, Australian National University
Associate Professor Ben Spies-Butcher, Sociology, Macquarie University
Dr Ben Vezina, Biology, Monash University
Dr Benjamin Cooke, Geography, RMIT University
Dr Benjamin Habib, International Relations, La Trobe University
Dr Benjamin Hegarty, Anthropology, University of Melbourne
Bernard Keo, History, Monash University
Dr Beth Cardier, Communications, Griffith University
Beth Marsden, History, La Trobe University
Bethany Kenyon, Social Sciences, RMIT University
Bethia Burgess, Criminology, University of Melbourne
Dr Betty Luu, Psychology, University of Sydney
Dr Bianca Fileborn, Criminology, University of Melbourne
Bianca Hennessy, Pacific Studies, Australian National University
Professor Billie Giles-Corti, Public Health, RMIT University
Associate  Professor  Bina  Fernandez,  Development  Studies,  University  of
Melbourne
Dr Bindi Bennett, Social Work, University of the Sunshine Coast
Dr Blair Williams, Political Science, Australian National University
Dr Blue Mahy, Education, Monash University
Professor Bob Hodge, Communication studies, Western Sydney University
Dr Bonny Cassidy, Writing, RMIT University
Dr Brian Cuddy, History, Macquarie University
Dr Bridget Harris, Criminology, Queensland University of Technology
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Dr Bridget Lewis, Law, Queensland University of Technology
Dr Brigid Magner, Literature, RMIT University
Briony Neilson, History, University of Sydney
Dr Briony Towers, Psychology, RMIT University
Dr Brodie Evans, Social Justice, Queensland University of Technology
Bronwyn Ann Sutton, Education, Deakin University
Dr Bronwyn Cumbo, Education, Monash University
Dr Brooke Wilmsen, Geography, La Trobe University
Associate Professor Cai Wilkinson, International Studies, Deakin University
Professor Callum Morton, Fine Art, Monash University
Cally Mills, Nursing, Australian Catholic University
Cameron Coventry, History, Federation University
Professor Cameron Tonkinwise, Design, University of Technology Sydney
Dr Can Yalcinkaya, Media, Macquarie University
Dr Candice Boyd, Geography, University of Melbourne
Professor Carey Curtis, Planning, Curtin University
Professor Carla Treloar, Social Science, University of NSW
Dr Carly Monks, Archaeology, University of WA
Carmen Jacques, Anthropology, Edith Cowan University
Carol Que, Arts, University of Melbourne
Associate Professor Carol Warren, Anthropology, Murdoch University
Dr Caroline Mahoney, Education, Deakin University
Dr Caroline Wake, Theatre, University of NSW
Carolyn D’Cruz, Gender Studies, La Trobe University
Dr Carolyn Eskdale, Art, RMIT University
Professor Carolyn Whitzman, Urban Planning, University of Melbourne
Casey Hosking, Psychology, La Trobe University
Cat Macleod, Architecture, Melbourne Polytechnic
Professor Catherine Althaus, Public Administration, University of NSW
Professor Catherine Greenhill, Mathematics, University of NSW
Dr Catherine Hartung, Education, Swinburne University
Dr Catherine Innes Clover, Fine Art, Swinburne University
Professor Catherine McMahon, Health, Macquarie University
Dr Catherine Phillips, Geography, University of Melbourne
Catherine Townsend, Architecture, University of Melbourne
Catherine Weiss, Philosophy, RMIT University
Dr Cayne Layton, Ecology, University of Tasmania
Associate Professor Cecily Maller, Geography, RMIT University
Dr Chantel Carr, Geography, University of Wollongong
Charity Edwards, Architecture, Monash University
Associate Professor Charles Livingstone, Public Health, Monash University
Dr Charles Robb, Visual Arts, Queensland University of Technology
Professor Charles Sowerwine, History, University of Melbourne
Charlie Cooper, Psychology, University of Melbourne
Charlie Sofo, Visual Art, Monash University
Charlotte Day, Art, Monash University
Dr Chin Jou, History, University of Sydney
Dr Chloe Ward, European Studies, RMIT University
Associate Professor Chris Healy, Cultural Studies, University of Melbourne
Dr Chris Maylea, Social Work, RMIT University
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Dr Chris Pam, Anthropology, James Cook University
Dr Chris Peers, Education, Monash University
Dr Chris Urwin, Archaeology, Monash University
Christel Antonites, Humanities, Queensland University of Technology
Dr Christina David, Social Work, RMIT University
Dr Christine Agius, Politics, Swinburne University
Dr Christo Bester, Neuroscience, University of Melbourne
Christopher Cordner, Philosophy, University of Melbourne
Christopher Hallam, Ecology, University of Melbourne
Dr Christopher McCaw, Education, University of Melbourne
Associate Professor Christy Newman, Sociology, University of NSW
Professor Ciaran O’Faircheallaigh, Politics, Griffith University
Dr Ciemon Caballes, Ecology, James Cook University
Claire Akhbari, Indigenous Studies, University of Melbourne
Dr Claire Loughnan, Criminology, University of Melbourne
Dr Claire Nettle, Politics, Flinders University
Dr Claire Spivakovsky, Criminology, University of Melbourne
Dr Clare Cooper, Design, University of Sydney
Associate Professor Clare Corbould, History, Deakin University
Dr Clare Land, History, Victoria University
Clare Rae, Fine Art, University of Melbourne
Dr Clare Southerton, Sociology, University of NSW
Dr Clare Weeden, Medicine, University of Melbourne
Professor Clare Wright, History, La Trobe University
Dr Claudia Marck, Public Health, University of Melbourne
Dr Clemence Due, Psychology, University of Adelaide
Connor Jolley, Geography, RMIT University
Dr Coralie Boulet, Microbiology, La Trobe University
Professor Corey Bradshaw, Ecology, Flinders University
Dr Corrinne Sullivan, Geography, Western Sydney University
Dr Courtney Babb, Urban Planning, Curtin University
Dr Courtney Morgans, Ecology, University of Queensland
Dr Courtney Pedersen, Visual Arts, Queensland University of Technology
Craig Lyons, Geography, University of Wollongong
Dr Cristy Clark, Law, University of Canberra
Dr Crystal Legacy, Urban Planning, University of Melbourne
Dr Cullan Joyce, Philosophy, University of Divinity
Dr Cynthia Hunter, Anthropology, University of Sydney
Daisy Bailey, History, Monash University
Daisy Gibbs, Public Health, University of NSW
Dr Dallas Rogers, Urbanism, University of Sydney
Associate Professor Damien Cahill, Politics, University of Sydney
Dr Dan Golding, Media, Swinburne University
Dr Daniel Brennan, Philosophy, Bond University
Dr Daniel Lopez, Philosophy, La Trobe University
Dr Daniel Ohlsen, Botany, University of Melbourne
Professor Daniel Palmer, Art, RMIT University
Daniel Reeders, Regulation and Governance, Australian National University
Associate Professor Daniel von Sturmer, Fine Art, Monash University
Dr Daniella Forster, Education, University of Newcastle
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Professor Danielle Celermajer, Sociology, University of Sydney
Dr Dara Conduit, Politics, Deakin University
Professor Darryl Jones, Environmental Science, Griffith University
Dr Dave McDonald, Criminology, University of Melbourne
Dr David Brophy, History, University of Sydney
Professor David Carlin, Writing, RMIT University
Dr David Coombs, Public Policy, University of NSW
Dr David Hurwood, Ecology, Queensland University of Technology
Dr David Kelly, Geography, RMIT University
Dr David Pollock, Politics, RMIT University
Dr David Ripley, Philosophy, Monash University
Dr David Rousell, Education, RMIT University
Emeritus Professor David Rowe, Sociology, Western Sydney University
Dr David Singh, Sociology, University of Queensland
Associate Professor David Slucki, Sociology, Monash University
Dr David Smith, Politics, University of Sydney
Dr David Spencer, Communication, University of Canberra
Associate Professor Dawn Darlaston-Jones,  Behavioural  Science,  University of
Notre Dame
Dr Deb Batterham, Social Science, Swinburne University of Technology
Dr Debbi Long, Anthropology, RMIT University
Dr Deborah Apthorp, Psychology, University of New England
Dr Deborah Cleland, Governance, Australian National University
Deborah Lee-Talbot, History, Deakin University
Dr Deborah Moore, Education, Deakin University
Dr Debra McDougall, Anthropology, University of Melbourne
Declan Martin, Urban Planning, Monash University
Professor Deirdre Coleman, English, University of Melbourne
Dr Deirdre Hayes, Australian Studies, University of SA
Professor Devleena Ghosh, Social Science, University of Technology Sydney
Dr Diana Johns, Criminology, University of Melbourne
Dr Diana Shahinyan, English, Sydney University
Dimity Hawkins, History, Swinburne University
Dion Tuckwell, Design, Monash University
Dr Dolly Kikon, Anthropology, University of Melbourne
Dr Dominic De Nardo, Medicine, Monash University
Dr Dominique Moritz, Law, University of the Sunshine Coast
Dr Dominique Potvin, Ecology, University of the Sunshine Coast
Associate Professor Donna Houston, Geography, Macquarie University
Dr Duc Dau, Humanities, University of WA
Dr Eden Smith, History, University of Melbourne
Dr Eduardo Jordan, Journalism, Griffith University
Dr Effie Karageorgos, History, University of Newcastle
Dr Elena Benthaus, Humanities, Deakin University
Dr Elena Prieto, Education, University of Newcastle
Elena Tjandra, Geography, University of Melbourne
Dr Elese Dowden, Philosophy, University of Queensland
Dr Elise Klein, Public Policy, Australian National University
Dr Elizabeth Branigan, Anthropology, La Trobe University
Elizabeth Culhane, Philosophy, University of Queensland
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Elizabeth Duncan, Geography, Sydney University
Elizabeth King, English, Macquarie University
Dr Elizabeth Orr, Social Work, University of Melbourne
Professor Elizabeth Povinelli, Anthropology, Charles Darwin University
Dr Elke Emerald, Education, Griffith University
Ellen Corrick, Geography, University of Melbourne
Elliot Gould, Ecology, University of Melbourne
Dr Ellyse Fenton, Politics, University of Queensland
Dr Emily Brayshaw, History, University of Technology Sydney
Emily Corbett, Gender Studies, La Trobe University
Dr Emily Gray, Education, RMIT University
Emily McColl-Gausden, Ecology, University of Melbourne
Emily Miller, Justice Studies, University of SA
Emily Miller, Archaeology, Griffith University
Dr Emily O’Gorman, Geography, Macquarie University
Associate Professor Emily Potter, Literature, Deakin University
Dr Emily Rugel, Epidemiology, University of Sydney
Emily Toome, Social Sciences, RMIT University
Dr Emily van der Nagel, Communication, Monash University
Emma Barnes, Social Science, University of NSW
Dr Emma Colvin, Criminology, Charles Sturt University
Emma George, Occupational Therapy, University of Adelaide
Professor Emma Kowal, Anthropology, Deakin University
Dr Emma Rehn, Environmental Science, James Cook University
Dr Emma Robertson, History, La Trobe University
Dr Emma Russell, Legal Studies, La Trobe University
Dr Emma Whatman, Gender Studies, Deakin University
Emmalee Ford, Biochemistry, University of Newcastle
Emmeline Kildea, Media, RMIT University
Dr Emmett Stinson, Literature, Deakin University
Epperly Zhang, Translation and Interpreting, RMIT University
Dr Erica Millar, Legal Studies, La Trobe University
Professor Erik Eklund, History, Federation University
Dr Erin Fitz-Henry, Anthropology, University of Melbourne
Dr Erin O’Donnell, Law, University of Melbourne
Erina McCann, Conservation, University of Melbourne
Associate Professor Euan Ritchie, Ecology, Deakin University
Associate Professor Eva Alisic, Social Science, University of Melbourne
Dr Eve Mayes, Education, Deakin University
Dr Eve Vincent, Anthropology, Macquarie University
Dr Ewan McDonald, Nursing, La Trobe University
Dr Fabian Kong, Epidemiology, University of Melbourne
Dr Faith Valencia-Forrester, Education, Griffith University
Felicia Jaremus, Education, University of Newcastle
Felicity Gray, Governance, Australian National University
Associate Professor Felicity Meakins, Linguistics, University of Queensland
Fernanda Quilici Mola, Fashion, RMIT University
Fernanda Soares, International Relations, RMIT University
Dr Fincina Hopgood, Screen Studies, University of New England
Dr Fiona Cameron, Heritage studies, Western Sydney University
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Professor Fiona Haines, Criminology, University of Melbourne
Dr Fiona Lee, English, University of Sydney
Associate Professor Fiona Miller, Geography, Macquarie University
Professor Fiona Paisley, History, Griffith University
Professor Fiona Probyn-Rapsey, Humanities, University of Wollongong
Fran van Riemsdyk, Fine Art, RMIT University
Dr Francesca Dominello, Law, Macquarie University
Dr Francis Markham, Geography, Australian National University
Dr Freya Higgins-Desbiolles, Tourism, University of SA
Freya McLachlan, Justice, Queensland University of Technology
Freya Scott, Linguistics, University of Melbourne
Gabriel Caluzzi, Public Health, La Trobe University
Dr Gabriel da Silva, Engineering, University of Melbourne
Gabriela Franich, Criminology, RMIT University
Dr Garrity Hill, Sociology, Swinburne University
Dr Gemma Hamilton, Criminology, RMIT University
Dr Geoff Browne, Urban Planning, University of Melbourne
Dr Geoffrey Brown, Humanities, La Trobe University
Emeritus Professor Geoffrey Samuel, Anthropology, University of Sydney
George Burdon, Geography, University of NSW
Dr George Dertadian, Criminology, University of NSW
George Hatvani, Social Sciences, Swinburne University
Associate Professor George Newhouse, Law, Macquarie University
Georgia Carr, Linguistics, University of Sydney
Dr Georgia Garrard, Conservation, RMIT University
Dr Gerald Roche, Anthropology, La Trobe University
Gerard Ryan, Ecology, University of Melbourne
Dr Gerlinde Koeglreiter, Information Systems, Australian National University
Gerry McLoughlin, eUrbanism, Swinburne University
Professor Ghassan Hage, Anthropology, University of Melbourne
Dr Gilad Bino, Science, University of NSW
Dr Giles Fielke, Art History, University of Melbourne
Associate Professor Gillian Kidman, Education, Monash University
Professor Gillian Wigglesworth, Linguistics, University of Melbourne
Giselle Newton, Sociology, University of NSW
Gisselle Vila Benites, Geography, University of Melbourne
Dr Giulia Torello-Hill, Languages, University of New England
Dr Glenda Mejia, Global Studies, RMIT University
Glenn Abblitt, Education, RMIT University
Dr Glenn Althor, Environmental Science, Australian National University
Dr Graham Fulton, Biology, University of Queensland
Associate  Professor  Grant  Hamilton,  Ecology,  Queensland  University  of
Technology
Dr Greg Giannis, Education, La Trobe University
Professor Greg Hainge, Languages, University of Queensland
Professor Greg Restall, Philosophy, University of Melbourne
Guy Webster, Literature, University of Melbourne
Dr Hanna Torsh, Linguistics, Macquarie University
Dr Hannah McCann, Cultural Studies, University of Melbourne
Hannah Reardon-Smith, Music, Griffith University



| 12

Dr Hannah Robert, Law, La Trobe University
Hannah Weeramanthri, Social Work, University of Melbourne
Hanne Worsoe, Anthropology, University of Queensland
Associate Professor Hans Baer, Anthropology, University of Melbourne
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Sara Fuller, Geography, Macquarie University
Associate Professor Sara Motta, Politics, University of Newcastle
Professor Sarah Bekessy, Ecology, RMIT University
Sarah Callahan, Gender Studies, Swinburne University
Dr Sarah Casey, Communication, University of the Sunshine Coast
Sarah Gurr, Education, University of Newcastle
Dr Sarah Holcombe, Anthropology, University of Queensland
Sarah Jane Jones, Communications, University of Technology Sydney
Professor Sarah Larkins, Health, James Cook University
Dr Sarah MacLean, Sociology, La Trobe University
Professor Sarah Maddison, Politics, University of Melbourne
Sarah McColl-Gausden, Ecology, University of Melbourne
Sarah McCook, Gender Studies, RMIT University
Dr Sarah Milne, Human Geography, Australian National University
Dr Sarah Pinto, History, Deakin University
Sarah Robertson, Geography, RMIT University
Dr Sarah Young, Education, University of Melbourne
Dr Sascha Fuller, Anthropology, University of Newcastle
Scheherazade Bloul, Politics, Deakin University
Scott Lyon, Communications, Swinburne University
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Dr Scott Webster, Cultural Studies, Sydney University
Dr Seán Kerins, Politics, Australian National University
Dr Sean Lowry, Art, University of Melbourne
Dr Sebastian Cordoba, Social Work, RMIT University
Dr Serene Ho, Land Administration, RMIT University
Sertan Saral, Gender Studies, University of Sydney
Shaez Mortimer, Criminology, RMIT University
Dr Shakira Hussein, Sociology, University of Melbourne
Dr Shannon Woodcock, Indigenous Education, RMIT University
Dr Sharon Andrews, Public Policy, RMIT University
Dr Sharon Cooper, Education, University of Newcastle
Sharon Reid, Environmental Science, Federation University
Sharon Simon, Criminology, RMIT University
Shaunagh O’Sullivan, Mental Health, University of Melbourne
Dr Shayne beaver, Design, Queensland University of Technology
Associate Professor Shelley Marshall, Law, RMIT University
Shelly McGrath, Indigenous Studies, University of Newcastle
Dr Sherridan Emery, Education, University of Tasmania
Shirley Clifton, Education, University of Newcastle
Dr Sianan Healy, History, La Trobe University
Associate Professor Sigi Jottkandt, English, University of NSW
Professor Simon Batterbury, Environmental Studies, University of Melbourne
Simon Christie, Linguistics, University of Melbourne
Simona Castricum, Architecture, University of Melbourne
Dr Simone Louwhoff, Conservation, Federation University
Dr Simone Schmidt, Mental Health, University of Melbourne
Simone Sherriff, Public Health, University of Sydney
Siobhán Costigan, Communications, University of Technology Sydney
Dr Siobhan Irving, Anthropology, Macquarie University
Dr Siobhan McDonnell, Law, Australian National University
Siri Hayes, Fine Art, Monash university
Dr Sky Croeser, Internet Studies, Curtin University
Somaieh Ebrahimi, Sociology, RMIT University
Sonia Hines, Public Health, Flinders University
Sonia Qadir, Law, University of NSW
Soon-Tzu Speechley, Architecture, University of Melbourne
Dr Sophia Imran, Professional Studies, University of Southern Queensland
Sophie Hindes, Criminology, University of Melbourne
Dr Sophie Hollitt, Physics, University of Adelaide
Sophie Langley, Creative Arts, RMIT University
Sophie Pezzutto, Anthropology, Australian National University
Dr Sophie Rudolph, Education, University of Melbourne
Sophie Russell, Law, University of Technology Sydney
Sophie Smit, Cognitive Science, Macquarie University
Sophie-May Kerr, Geography, University of Wollongong
Soraya Zwahlen, Biology, Australian National University
Dr Stefan Lie, Design, University of Technology Sydney
Dr Stefanie Plage, Sociology, University of Queensland
Stella Marr, Archivist, University of Melbourne
Dr Stephanie Lavau, Sociology, University of Melbourne
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Dr Stephanie Lusby, Anthropology, La Trobe University
Dr Stephen Atkinson, Art, University of SA
Dr Stephen Bell, Social Sciences, University of NSW
Dr Stephen Dann, Marketing, Australian National University
Professor Stephen Muecke, Cultural Studies, Flinders University
Dr Steven Geroe, Law, La Trobe University
Steven Kickbusch, Education, Queensland University of Technology
Stevie Howson, Law, University of Wollongong
Stuart Geddes, Communications, RMIT University
Professor Stuart Parsons, Biologist, Queensland University of Technology
Professor Stuart Phinn, Geography, University of Queensland
Sudha Soma, Business, University of Southern Queensland
Professor Sue Jackson, Geography, Griffith University
Dr Sue Meares, Psychology, Macquarie University
Professor Sue O’Connor, Archaeology, Australian National University
Professor Sujatha Fernandes, Sociology, University of Sydney
Dr Susan Clarke, Health, University of Sydney
Dr Susan Olney, Public Policy, University of Melbourne
Dr Susan Potter, Film Studies, University of Sydney
Dr Susanne Gannon, Education, Western Sydney University
Associate Professor Susie Moloney, Urban Planning, RMIT University
Suzannah Henty, Art History, University of Melbourne
Dr Suzanne Macqueen, Education, University of Newcastle
Dr Suzy Killmister, Philosophy, Monash university
Taiba Khelwaty, Education, Flinders University
Dr Tal Fitzpatrick, Visual Arts, University of Melbourne
Talei Mangioni, Pacific Studies, Australian National University
Tallace Bissett, Criminology, RMIT University
Dr Tamara Borovica, Social Sciences, University of Melbourne
Dr Tania Canas, Arts, University of Melbourne
Dr Tanja Dreher, Media, University of NSW
Tanya Eccleston, Fine Art, RMIT University
Dr Tanya King, Anthropology, Deakin University
Tasnim Sammak, Education, Monash University
Tayhla Ryder, Anthropology, Macquarie University
Taylah Gray, Law, University of Newcastle
Taylor Hardwick, Media, Swinburne University
Professor Ted Goranson, Information Science, Griffith University
Teresa Capetola, Health Promotion, Deakin university
Terri Ann Quan Sing, Literary Studies, La Trobe University
Dr Terry Leahy, Sociology, University of Newcastle
Tessa Toumbourou, Geography, University of Melbourne
Professor Thalia Anthony, Law, University of Technology Sydney
Thao Nguyen, Art History, RMIT University
Dr Thao Phan, Media Studies, Deakin University
Associate Professor Theresa Petray, Sociology, James Cook University
Dr Thomas Baudinette, International Studies, Macquarie University
Thomas Moore, Sociology, RMIT University
Dr Thomas Mullaney, Ecology, University of NSW
Dr Thomas Naderer, Biochemistry, Monash University
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Thomas Norman, Public Health, La Trobe University
Professor Thomas Reuter, Anthropology, University of Melbourne
Tianna Killoran, History, James Cook University
Tierney Marey, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, University of NSW
Tim Calabria, History, La Trobe University
Dr Tim Curran, Ecology, Lincoln University
Dr Tim Doherty, Ecology, University of Sydney
Dr Tim Werner, Geography, University of Melbourne
Dr Timo Rissanen, Fashion, University of Technology Sydney
Dr Timothy Jones, History, La Trobe University
Tina Grandinetti, Urban Studies, RMIT University
Tinonee Pym, Communications, Swinburne University
Dr Toby Fitch, Creative Writing, University of Sydney
Dr Toby Freeman, Public Health, Flinders University
Dr Toby Reed, Architecture, University of Melbourne
Dr Tom Heenan, Australian Studies, Monash University
Dr Tom Roberts, Geography, UNSW Canberra
Professor Tony Bennett, Cultural Studies, Western Sydney University
Emeritus Professor Tony Dalton, Urban Policy, RMIT University
Tony Williams, History, Monash University
Associate Professor Tooran Alizadeh, Urbanism, University of Sydney
Dr Trent Brown, Geography, University of Melbourne
Dr Tresa LeClerc, Communications, RMIT University
Professor Trevor Lithgow, Microbiology, Monash University
Dr Trevor Mccandless, Education, Deakin University
Dr Tristan Duncan, Public Health, La Trobe University
Tristan Ryan, Heritage, University of Sydney
Tyler King, Environmental Science, Deakin University
Tyler Riordan, Tourism, University of Queensland
Dr Tyne Daile Sumner, Literature, University of Melbourne
Una Stone, Criminology, RMIT University
Professor Valerie Harwood, Education, University of Sydney
Professor Vanessa Lemm, Philosophy, Flinders University
Vicki Holliday, Health, University of Newcastle
Associate  Professor  Vicki  McKenzie,  Educational  Psychology,  University  of
Melbourne
Vickie Zhang, Geography, University of Melbourne
Dr Victoria Mason, Political Science, Murdoch University
Dr Victoria Stead, Anthropology, Deakin University
Dr Victoria Tedeschi, Literary Studies, Deakin University
Dr Vince Polito, Cognitive Science, Macquarie University
Professor Wanning Sun, Media, University of Technology Sydney
Dr Wendy Bunston, Social Work, La Trobe University
Associate Professor Wendy Steele, Urban Planning, RMIT University
Associate Professor Wendy Wright, Conservation, Federation University
Yasaman Samie, Fashion, RMIT University
Dr Yasmine Musharbash, Anthropology, Australian National University
Adjunct Professor Yoland Wadsworth, Sociology, RMIT University
Dr Yung En Chee, Ecology, University of Melbourne
Dr Yuri Cath, Philosophy, La Trobe University
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Professor Yves De Deene, Biomedical Engineering, Macquarie University
Dr Yves Rees, History, La Trobe University
Dr Zoe Dzunko, Writing, RMIT University
Professor Zoë Laidlaw, History, University of Melbourne
Zoe Teh, Mental Health, University of Melbourne
Dr Zoe Thomas, English, La Trobe University
Dr Zora Simic, History, University of NSW
Dr Zukeyka Zevallos, Sociology, Swinburne University

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Peta Malins is a Senior Lecturer in Criminology and Justice Studies, RMIT University.

Crystal McKinnon is an Indigenous Research Fellow, RMIT University.

Kim Kruger is an Aboriginal Lecturer and Researcher, Moondani Balluk Academic Centre,
Victoria University.

Paola Balla is a Lecturer in Indigenous Education and Indigenous art, PhD Candidate.

Note

[1] The views expressed in this letter are those of the signatories and not their universities or
institutions.
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