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Philippines Announces Locations of Four New US
Bases
Three bases are in the north, facing Taiwan, and one is in the South China Sea
province of Palawan
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***

The Philippines on Monday announced the locations of four military bases that the US will
now have access to under a deal Washington and Manila signed in February.

Three of the Philippine bases will be located in northern Philippine provinces, a move that
angers China since they can be used as staging grounds for a fight over Taiwan. The US will
be granted access to the Lal-lo Airport and the Naval Base Camilo Osias, which are both
located in the northern Cagayan province. In the neighboring Isabela province, the US will
gain access to Camp Melchor Dela Cruz.

The US military will also be able to expand to Palawan, an island province in the South China
Sea, disputed waters that are a major source of tensions between the US and China. The US
will be granted access to Balabac Island, the southernmost island of Palawan.

The new locations are on top of five bases the US currently has access to, bringing the total
number of bases the US can rotate forces through in the Philippines to nine. The expansion
in the Philippines is  a significant step in the US effort  to build up its  military assets in  the
region to prepare for a future war with China.
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The US expansion is being done under the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Arrangement
(EDCA), a deal Washington and Manila signed in 2014 to give the US greater access to the
Philippines and allow it to build military facilities. The EDCA built on the Visiting Forces
Agreement  (VFA),  which  provides  the  legal  basis  for  the  US  military  presence  in  the
Philippines.

Philippine  President  Ferdinand  Marcos  Jr.’s  decision  to  allow  the  US  to  expand
significantly  departs  from  the  policies  of  his  predecessor,  Rodrigo  Duterte,  who
threatened to scrap the VFA and kick US troops out of the country over US sanctions on
Philippine officials related to the country’s drug war.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and  subscribe  to  our  Telegram Channel.  Feel  free  to  repost  and  share  widely  Global
Research articles.

Dave DeCamp is the news editor of Antiwar.com, follow him on Twitter @decampdave.

Featured image source

The original source of this article is Antiwar.com
Copyright © Dave DeCamp, Antiwar.com, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dave DeCamp

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). Asia-Pacific Research will not be responsible
for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. Asia-Pacific Research grants permission to cross-post Asia-Pacific
Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are acknowledged together with a hyperlink to
the original Asia-Pacific Research article. For publication of Asia-Pacific Research articles in print or other forms including
commercial internet sites, contact: editors@asia-pacificresearch.com
www.asia-pacificresearch.com contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by
the copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to
advance a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to
those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: editors@asia-pacificresearch.com

https://www.worldatlarge.news/world-conflict/2023/2/6/number-of-pentagon-bases-in-the-philippines-increased-under-outcry-against-us-push-to-war
https://news.antiwar.com/2023/04/03/philippines-announces-locations-of-four-new-us-bases/
https://www.asia-pacificresearch.com/author/dave-decamp
https://news.antiwar.com/2023/04/03/philippines-announces-locations-of-four-new-us-bases/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.asia-pacificresearch.com/author/dave-decamp
mailto:editors@asia-pacificresearch.com
https://www.asia-pacificresearch.com
mailto:editors@asia-pacificresearch.com

