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Philippines Returns to Full Face-to-Face Classes
After Two Years of Distance Learning, COVID
Vaccination Not Mandatory
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***

On July 12, Philippine Vice President and Education Secretary Sara Duterte (daughter
of former President Rodrigo Duterte who employed a militaristic approach to combatting
COVID-19) mandated a full  resumption of  face-to-face classes in all  public  and private
schools in November 2022. To say that the last two years of pure distance learning (self-
learning  modules)  is  problematic  and  likely  ineffective  is  reasonable,  for  without  literate
guardians, school-age children struggle in the process of individual learning. Therefore, the
decision to transition to full face-to-face classes soon is only necessary for the development
of well-rounded Filipino children.

Several critics lambasted the decision amidst the current surge in COVID-19 cases in the
country. However, Dr. Mary Ann Bunyi,  president of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases
Society of the Philippines, said in 2021 that children who contracted COVID-19 accounted for
“less than 10 percent of the country’s total cases.” She added that children have strong
resistance to the coronavirus disease, where those infected only manifest mild symptoms.
Against  this  scientific  evidence,  VP  and  EduSec  Duterte  maintained  that  pediatric
vaccination is not mandatory and “co-mingling of vaccinated and unvaccinated learners will
be allowed in the classrooms.”

In conjunction with the VP’s pronouncement, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. declared
that  overall  mandatory  vaccination  is  not  necessary  and  that  a  law  is  not  required,
acknowledging the public’s right to self-determination. Nonetheless, he still advocates for
vaccination  and  the  benefits  one  gets  from getting  vaccinated,  essentially  turning  a  blind
eye to cases of adverse events and deaths. His administration also plans for a massive
vaccination campaign to be spearheaded by the Department of Health, Department of the
Interior and Local Government, and the Department of Education.
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The “mandatory vaccination” buzzword is often denied by the national administration but is
de facto implemented in systemic levels, giving workers in both government agencies and
private sector[1] two options: get vaccinated or get terminated. If President Marcos Jr. is
straightforward in his non-mandatory vaccination strategy, he must shape a more rigorous
policy that penalizes employers pursuing mandatory vaccination. After all, didn’t he say,
“We don’t really need to pass it into a law because we can still choose what’s best for our
own health”?
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Note

[1] Does not refer to the entire private sector
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