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They Are Making the Waters of the Pacific
Dangerous
The US-led militarisation of the Pacific, aimed at China, is intensifying. The
ongoing Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise features 25,000 military
personnel from 29 countries.
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What Is RIMPAC?

The US and its allies have held Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercises since 1971. The initial
partners of this military project were Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom,
and the United States, which are also the original members of the Five Eyes (now Fourteen
Eyes)  intelligence  network  built  to  share  information  and  conduct  joint  surveillance
exercises.  They  are  also  the  major  Anglophone countries  of  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty
Organisation (NATO, set up in 1949) and are the members of the Australia-New Zealand-US
strategy treaty ANZUS, signed in 1951. RIMPAC has grown to be a major biennial military
exercise that has drawn in a number of countries with various forms of allegiance to the
Global North (Belgium, Brazil, Brunei, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, France, Germany, India,
Indonesia,  Israel,  Italy,  Japan,  Malaysia,  Mexico,  the Netherlands,  Peru,  the Philippines,
Republic of Korea, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Tonga).

RIMPAC 2024 began on 28 June and runs through 2 August. It is being held in Hawaiʻi, which
is  an  illegally  occupied  territory  of  the  United  States.  The  Hawai’ian  independence
movement has a history of resisting RIMPAC, which is understood to be part of the US
occupation of sovereign Hawai’ian land. The exercise includes over 150 aircraft, 40 surface
ships, three submarines, 14 national land forces, and other military equipment from 29
countries, though the bulk of the fleet is from the United States. The goal of the exercise is
‘interoperability’,  which  effectively  means  integrating  the  military  (largely  naval)  forces  of
other countries with that of the United States. The main command and control for the
exercise is managed by the US, which is the heart and soul of RIMPAC.

Why Is RIMPAC So Dangerous?

RIMPAC-related  documents  and  official  statements  indicate  that  the  exercises  allow  these
navies to train ‘for a wide range of potential operations across the globe’. However, it is
clear  from  both  US  strategic  documents  and  the  behaviour  of  the  US  officials  who  run
RIMPAC that the centre of focus is China. Strategic documents also make it clear that the US
sees China as a major threat, even as the main threat, to US domination and believes that it
must be contained.

This  containment  has  come through the  trade war  against  China,  but  more  pointedly
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through a web of military manoeuvres by the United States. This includes establishing more
US military bases in territories and countries surrounding China; using US and allied military
vessels to provoke China through freedom of navigation exercises; threatening to position
US short-range nuclear missiles in countries and territories allied with the US, including
Taiwan;  extending  the  airfield  in  Darwin,  Australia,  to  position  US  aircraft  with  nuclear
missiles; enhancing military cooperation with US allies in East Asia with language that shows
precisely that the target is to intimidate China; and holding RIMPAC exercises, particularly
over the past few years. Though China was invited to participate in RIMPAC 2014 and
RIMPAC 2016, when the tension levels were not so high, it has been disinvited since RIMPAC
2018.

Though  RIMPAC  documents  suggest  that  the  military  exercise  is  being  conducted  for
humanitarian purposes, this is a Trojan Horse. This was exemplified, for instance, at RIMPAC
2000, when the militaries conducted the Strong Angel international humanitarian response
training exercise. In 2013, the United States and the Philippines cooperated in providing
humanitarian  assistance  after  the  devastating  Typhoon  Haiyan.  Shortly  after  that
cooperation,  the  US  and  the  Philippines  signed  the  Enhanced  Defence  Cooperation
Agreement (2014), which allows the US to access bases of the Philippine military to maintain
its weapons depots and troops. In other words, the humanitarian operations opened the
door to deeper military cooperation.

RIMPAC  is  a  live-fire  military  exercise.  The  most  spectacular  part  of  the  exercise  is  called
Sinking  Exercise  (SINKEX),  a  drill  that  sinks  decommissioned  warships  off  the  coast  of
Hawai’i. RIMPAC 2024’s target ship will be the decommissioned USS Tarawa, a 40,000-tonne
amphibious assault vessel that was one of the largest during its service period. There is no
environmental impact survey of the regular sinking of these ships into waters close to island
nations, nor is there any understanding of the environmental impact of hosting these vast
military exercises not only in the Pacific but elsewhere in the world.

RIMPAC is part of the New Cold War against China that the US imposes on the region. It is
designed to provoke conflict. This makes RIMPAC a very dangerous exercise.

What Is Israel’s Role in RIMPAC?

Israel,  which  is  not  a  country  with  a  shoreline  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  first  participated  in
RIMPAC 2018, and then again in RIMPAC 2022 and RIMPAC 2024. Although Israel does not
have  aircraft  or  ships  in  the  military  exercise,  it  is  nonetheless  participating  in  its
‘interoperability’ component, which includes establishing integrated command and control
as well  as collaborating in the intelligence and logistical  part  of  the exercise.  Israel  is
participating  in  RIMPAC 2024  at  the  same time that  it  is  waging  a  genocide  against
Palestinians in Gaza. Though several of the observer states in RIMPAC 2024 (such as Chile
and Colombia) have been forthright in their condemnation of the genocide, they continue to
participate alongside Israel’s military in RIMPAC 2024. There has been no public indication of
their hesitation about Israel’s involvement in these dangerous joint military exercises.

Israel is a settler-colonial  country that continues its murderous apartheid and genocide
against  the  Palestinian  people.  Across  the  Pacific,  indigenous  communities  from  Aotearoa
(New Zealand) to Hawai’i have led the protests against RIMPAC over the course of the past
50 years, saying that these exercises are held on stolen ground and waters, that they
disregard the negative impact on native communities upon whose land and waters live-fire
exercises  are  held  (including  areas  where  atmospheric  nuclear  testing  was  previously
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conducted),  and that  they contribute to  the climate disaster  that  lifts  the waters  and
threatens  the  existence  of  the  island  communities.  Though  Israel’s  participation  is
unsurprising, the problem is not merely its involvement in RIMPAC, but the existence of
RIMPAC itself. Israel is an apartheid state that is conducting a genocide, and RIMPAC is a
colonial project that threatens an annihilationist war against the peoples of the Pacific and
China.
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